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up and cried: * It can be done, it can be done, children/ and immediately some of them were there and dipped out water, but I soon had to leave my place, because at best one could endure it only a few moments. My eyebrows are singed and the water boiling in my shoes scalded my toes; after midnight I lay down on the bed for a Ettle rest/'
In the same manner he lends personal aid in times of flood. Hardly has he heard of the perilous breaking up of the ice in Jena on February 29, 1784, when he hastens thither and evolves order and precision out of the general anxiety and confusion. " Everybody is running around in confusion," he writes to his beloved; "the officers are not prepared for emergencies, the sufferers know not what to do, and the others do nothing. ... I am not altogether useless here, so I shall stay/' He remained in Jena five days. What he accomplished we can only conjecture from the words of the Duke, who made great demands upon manly energy. He had followed Goethe to Jena, and on the 6th of March wrote to Merck: " Goethe conducted himself very nobly during the danger here, and made the very best arrangements. Nobody was lost in the water here."
That Goethe on such occasions gladly lent energetic assistance is not surprising.    Work in the open air, the sympathy which he felt as man and poet in such times of disaster,  the  immediate  visible results,  were enough in themselves to make him enjoy doing what he did.    But we find him taking the same delight in his office, where even the beams seemed to weigh him down, in the midst of documents and a multitude of annoyances great and small. When he took hold of the War Commission, for example, he found it in a terrible state of neglect.   The officials were careless,  the system demoralised, and the accounts and rescripts in confusion and disorder;  but he was not discouraged.    " I shall make it as neat as if the pigeons had picked it up."    And after two and a half years he not only had everything filed away in most perfect order, but the personnel of the department was reorganised and so well trained  that everything went on with smoothness and